
Human Geography (GEG 102) 
Place Based Photo Essay Assignment 

 
Description: The term place has a special meaning in Geography because it answers the fundamental 
geographic question: what is there?  Place describes the unique qualities of a location as well as the attributes 
and values humans put on a location.  Descriptions of place will vary by individual and scale and are based on 
both experience and perception.  Place is at the core of Human Geography because it helps us understand 
why most humans recognize certain locations and environments as significant and meaningful.   
 
Objective: Two place based concepts will be examined through this assignment.  Concept 1 examines the 
places of your past and/or present while concept 2 explores the places of your future.  You are required to 
compose one Place Based Photo Essay for each of the two concepts.  The goal of this assignment is to learn 
and better understand the importance of place in your life through a personal exploration and reflection on 
places you have been and the places you will go. 
 
Format: Each Place Based Photo Essay must be four pages long.  Page one needs to be your title page.  The 
title should be the concept you have selected and the question needs to be “answered” clearly under the title.  
Page one must include a picture pasted into the title page and include a paragraph explaining the picture and 
why it was chosen.  Pictures should be a cited personal photo when available or a cited image when a 
personal photo is not available.  Page two and three needs to be your essay describing the place you have 
chosen for the concept.  Essays must not exceed a 12-point font, double spacing, or one-inch margins.  Please 
use the Modern Language Association (MLA) documentation system to cite any sources.  Page four needs to 
be a works cited page in MLA format.  Make sure the final draft has your name and section number on the title 
page before submitting it in the Place Based Photo Essay Drop Box in Blackboard.  Please note that I cannot 
open Rich Text Format (RTF) documents through Blackboard.  Therefore, essays must be submitted in 
Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF formats only.   
 
Writing Style: I expect high quality college level writing.  Keep your essay focused, clear, organized, and use 
an appropriate vocabulary and tone.  Use the spell check/grammar check tools offered by the word processing 
program.  Always proofread and edit your essay to maximize your score. 
 
Scale: For each concept, the scale of the place that you are describing must be larger than a room or house 
(e.g. yard, street, block, neighborhood, hamlet, village, town, city, etc.). 
 
Content: I expect high quality college level work.  Each essay requires critical thought and personal 
examination, analysis, reflection, and insight.  Have a clear purpose, give relevant examples and evidence, 
and always support your opinions.  Make sure each picture is relevant to the place and only use high 
quality/accurate pictures and information.  Know your audience and the objective.  Emphasize what makes 
your chosen location and environment unique from all other places and focus on how those attributes of 
geography have had, or will have, an impact on who you are.  Be specific; place is about the details.  How 
does the place look, smell, feel, taste, and/or sound?  Prove that you understand the importance of geography 
in your life. 
 
Points: Place Based Photo Essays are worth 60 points each.  Essay grades will be determined through the 
following general rubric: 12 points for format, 12 points for writing style, and 36 points for scale and content.  
Please see the Place Based Photo Essay Grading Rubric for a detailed explanation of essay criteria and 
achievement levels. 
 
Plagiarism: The act of representing the work of another as one’s own will result in a grade of zero. 
 
Acceptance Dates: Please refer to your Human Geography Course Schedule for acceptance dates. 
 
Make-Up Policy: Place Based Photo Essays cannot be made-up. 


